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Peter helps us to return to it, if only for an hour. In The Little
White Bird Barrie gives us the story of Peter in its true setting:
it is a saga spun in fantasy by a little boy, David, under the
kindly encouragement of a friendly old bachelor whom he
habitually meets in Kensington Gardens. This creation is
surely a masterpiece in child-psychology, and its universal
popularity is a measure of its truth. Second to it, perhaps,
are Mr A. A. Milne's stories of Christopher Robin and Winnie-
the-Pooh. That excellent teddy-bear was not very bright
intellectually, but he had a heart of gold, cheerfully playing
second fiddle to Christopher Robin, always admitting his in-
tellectual superiority, and consoling him in trouble.
Such writers have set out deliberately to portray the child
in literature: in our wealth of fairy-tales, however, we have
him portrayed spontaneously and unconsciously. Fairy-
tales may be regarded as ready-made child-fantasies which
the child remakes rather than makes—imaginary worlds that
are provided for him rather than constructed by himself.
And we may confidently assume that it is on account of their
entire suitability to the emotional needs of the average child
that certain tales have survived from generation to generation.
Many of them are the same story in different settings. On the
one hand we have young persons such as Cinderella, Hop-o'-
my-thumb, Jack the Giant-killer, the Ugly Duckling, the
Babes in the Wood; on the other we have massed forces of
cruel stepmothers, powerful giants, wicked uncles, and male-
volent witches. The plot usually consists in the persecution
of the former by the latter, and the subsequent turning of the
tables with the help of a fairy godmother or other super-
natural being.
Now such stories, however fantastic and unreal, are ad-
mirable settings into which the child can project himself, his
emotional life, and his domestic situations. He identifies
himself, of course, with the hero, following his adventures with
breathless interest because he himself is the hero for the time
being. He feels, subconsciously perhaps, that in real life he
himself is persecuted, being put to bed, kept out of sight on
important occasions, and set to perform disagreeable tasks;

